




Hey Rosie!

Hey Zakir, What’s up?

Man, my grandma sure
has a lot of old junk.

She’s moving in with my
mom and dad, and I’m

here helping her clean
and pack and stuff.

Benares Historic House 
museum Visitor Centre A house for sale

in Clarkson Village

Speaking of old 
stuff, I have to 
organize a bunch 
of random 
artifacts for 
an exhibit.

That Sounds 
kinda boring! 

I’ll call you when 
I’m done here and 

meet you at the 
museum later.

We really have to 
get started on that 

school project.



Later...

Call 
Rosie.

Hello?

Hey, 
I’m on 
my way.

Okay 
cool.

You might 
have to wait a 
bit though.  I’m 

still working on 
stuff here.

No
problem.

All these
artifacts are 
all so random. 

It’s difficult 
to sort them 
into anything 

cohesive.

I get it. 
I have a box 
of random 

stuff, 
myself.

I convinced
my Grandmother 
to get rid of it, 
but she insisted 
I donate it or 
find it a good 

home.
To be honest, 

I’d rather leave 
it in a dumpster, 
but I promised.

*sigh*

soon...

Hey, 
I’m here.
Come let

me in.



How’s it 
going? 
Finished 

yet?

Hardly.

Can I 
See?

So, what 
was your 

idea for our 
project?

I was 
hoping we 

could do it on 
the Benares House 

because it’s 
all there, just 

up the path 
outside. 

But I’ve been 
assigned these 
objects from 
the collection 

that have nothing 
to do with the 

house...

...trying to 
connect them 
together with 
some kind of 

story.

Oops! 
I forgot 
to relock 
the door.

Sorry, we 
are already 

closed.

Oh, no 
problem.

I just 
wanted to 

return this 
to Captain 

Harris...

I hope you 
get to learn 

what you need 
for your 
project!



Wait… 
This is just
like in the
comics! Are you 

doing 
this?

For once, 
no, I’m 
not… 

This 
is highly 
unusual.

forgotten...

Left 
behind…

lost…

gone…

…*muffled*...

unhand 
me!

What’s 
happening

??



Look at my 
inscription…

it reads 
“Capt. Harris

from his 
friends”

made in 1855, 
I am the silver 

snuff box given to 
Captain James 

Beveridge Harris 
as a gift. 

Captain Harris was a 
British army officer 
who served in india. 

The house that stands today 
was built in 1857 and was home 
to four generations of the 
Harris-Sayers family, with whom 
I spent many years, with so 
many memories.

Benares was opened as a museum in 1995.

Thanks for 
finding this, 

I thought I had 
misplaced it.



Woo-
hoo!! My 

turn!

I was 
worn by 

Margaret 
Marland

...

She was a PEEL 
school trustee 
and city 
councillor for 
ward 2, and 
was the first 
female civilian 
to fly in a CF-101 
Voodoo Jet 
Fighter 
Interceptor.

In Margaret’s
own words: 
“It was like 
sitting on top 
of a rocket. 
We were at 
40,000 feet 
in one and a 
half minutes.” Whoa!

This is 
amazing!



Ouch!!
Umph!

What are 
you wearing 

on your 
head? Huh?!

I was the 
first rigid hockey 
helmet marketed 
in North America, 

designed 
by Charles 

Patterson and 
produced by his 
company Perdix 

Research Ltd. 
in Cooksville,
Mississauga.

I started being 
worn in 1962, and 
in 1964. Canadian 
players wore me 
at the Olympics! 

But I was 
born right 

here in 
Mississauga!

Heads 

up!!



Wow, 
that’s 

some pro 
skills!

Can you 
hear 
that?

Yeah… It 
sounds 

like 
reggae?

I’m the CD 
reproduction 
of the record 

”Innocent Youths” 
that first came out 
in 1977 by a group 

called Earth, 
Roots and 

Water.

I was 
produced by 

Summer Records, 
in the Malton 

area of 
Mississauga.

Summer Records 
was owned by 

Jerry Brown and the 
recording studio was 
in the basement of his 
house. It was one of
Canada’s first Black 
owned record labels, 
as well as one of the 

first to release 
Canadian made 
Reggae music.



Yikes, 
That was 

dangerous!

Is that a 
stonehook?

Didn’t they 
use these hooks 
to pry and lift 

shale stone slabs 
from the bottom of 

Lake Ontario for  
construction?

Yes. It 
was a thriving 

practice among many 
family operations 
in Port Credit in 
the mid to late 

1800s.

I belonged 
to Emily Blower 

who took over her 
husband’s Trade and 
boat, the ‘Catherine 

Hays’, after his 
death in 1867.

I was 
used until 1915, 
after her sons 

inherited the 
business. It was 

backbreaking 
labour.I’m so 

sorry! 

I didn’t 
mean to put 

anyone in 
danger!

I see. 
So, you’re 
behind all 
of this!



why don’t 
you introduce 

yourself, 
ERICA?

Do I 
have 
to?

I’m Also 
known as the 
Easy Rider 

Information with 
Computerized 
Assistance. 

I was 
introduced in 

1977 by Mississauga 
Transit and was 

stationed at Square 
One Shopping Centre, 

where I became 
very popular!

I let riders 
know whether 

bus routes were 
running on time 

or not, in 
real-time.

However, 
as technology 

advanced, I 
became obsolete 

and was sadly 
removed in the 

late 80s.

When I arrived 
at this museum, I 
realized there are 

many artifacts like 
me, that have a story 

to tell, and we do 
not want to be 

forgotten.
That’s why, 

when I overheard 
you calling us 

'boring, old, and 
random’, I had to 

do something.

Not all historical 
artifacts are ancient. 
Some are more recent, 

but have equal historical 
importance and shouldn’t 

be discarded. We are 
worthy of remembering 

and of telling our 
stories.



I’m sorry. 
I never 

thought of it 
that way…

Please 
tell us 
more.

I belonged 
to George Hunter, 
the prolific and 
internationally 

significant 
photographer.

I was worn during 
his trips to the 
Canadian High Arctic, 
as the patches on 
me show. The trips 
were a highlight of 
his career.

George became 
one of Canada’s 
most renowned 
photographers, 
and he lived here 
in Mississauga.

And I am the 
sun hat of Dorothea 
Sheasby, the lifetime 
activist and advocate 

for social justice, 
human rights, peace, 

disarmament, and 
clean energy.

I was once lost when I 
blew off Dorothea’s head 
while attending the 30th 
Anniversary of the 
Association of World 
Citizens in San Francisco. 
Luckily, an artist found me 
and sent me back to her.

I truly travelled 
the world. The 
people I have met, 
who saw me with 
Dorothea, are 
beyond count.

Even though 
as artifacts we

pale in comparison 
to the legacies and 

contributions by 
our owners, 

we remain as 
anchors and 

springboards 
to tell their 

stories.

Maybe there 
is a touch of 
magic in the 
memories.



Oh, 
everything 
is back to 
normal.

Wow, that 
was a crazy 

amazing experience. 
I am seeing these 

artifacts in a whole 
new light. Each one 
has a story of the 
people who once 

used them. 

Just like 
these things my 

grandmother 
owned. they looked 

like old junk 
to me.  

But now 
this mirror 
seems more 

beautiful. 

Considering 
how it travelled 

around the 
world with my 
grandmother...

...it makes 
me think of all 

the things it 
might have seen, 

reflected in 
the mirror.

That’s 
wonderful! 

You now have 
a story to 

tell.

These 
objects are 
important in 
preserving 
our stories,
our history.

And as 
unconnected 
as they seem, 
those stories 
connect us in 

their telling and 
remembering.

Exactly. 
Artifacts help 

to tell the 
stories that we 

should not 
forget!

We should 
Spread the word 

and get people to come, 
see, learn, and donate.  
some items can find a 
home at the museum, 
where their stories 

can be told.



Museums of Mississauga collections team: Tracy Oliveira, Robert Stanczyk and 
Stephanie Meeuwse, courtesy of Justine Lyn

Hockey helmet designed by Charles Patterson 
and Perdix Research Ltd. in Cooksville, c1962

Vest worn by photographer George Hunter 
(1921-2013)

Sun Hat worn by Dorthea Sheasby (1931-2023)

ERICA: Easy Rider Information with 
Computerized Assistance introduced by 
Mississauga Transit in 1977

Museums are far more than mere 
repositories for old, forgotten objects. 
They are dynamic spaces that collect, 
preserve, and share compelling stories, 
often challenging our perspectives 
and sparking curiosity.

At times, you may encounter a 
collection of seemingly random or 
unrelated items and wonder about 
the stories behind them—what makes 
these objects signifi cant enough to 
collect and preserve?

Though conserving, protecting, and 
storing objects is a primary role of 
museums, these collections also 
underpin exhibitions, educational 
programs, research, and public 
engagement in ways that books, 
spoken word, or digital media alone 
cannot. Collections are the heart of a 
museum; everything else—exhibitions, 
education, events, programs—
fl ows from them. The artifacts 
and their stories are invaluable for 
fostering a sense of place, belonging, 
stewardship, collective memory, and 
civic identity. Museum collections, rich 
with countless artifacts, safeguard an 
endless array of stories.

The artifacts featured here are part of 
the Museums of Mississauga’s diverse 
collections, each telling a remarkable 
story that refl ects signifi cant lived 
experiences in the city’s history. For 
example, Captain Harris’ silver snuff  
box from 1855 and his framed portrait 
from 1875 off er glimpses into everyday 
life before Mississauga became a city. 

The Blower family stonehooking rake 
recalls the hard work of Port Credit 
families who made their living on 
Lake Ontario, prying stone from the 
lakebed to sell as building material. 
Over time, other artifacts have 
continued to tell the evolving story of 
this place and its people. ERICA (Easy 
Rider Information with Computerized 
Assistance), inspired by the Star Wars 

by Rosie and Zakir

Legend of the MuseumLegend of the MuseumLegend of the MuseumLegend of the MuseumLegend of the MuseumLegend of the Museum

era, debuted in 1977 as a cutting-edge 
telephone system connecting travelers 
with Mississauga Transit information. 
That same year, Summer Records 
briefl y united Malton youth and 
local musicians, creating a uniquely 
Canadian and Mississauga sound. 
Artifacts like Margaret Marland’s 
fl ight suit, Dorothea Sheasby’s sun 
hat, and George Hunter’s photography 
vest vividly illustrate the achievements 
of those who wore them, as well as 
the ongoing evolution of our city.

Preserving and displaying these 
artifacts has deepened our 
understanding of Mississauga’s 
rich history. Discovering how many 
fascinating stories our city holds 
is truly inspiring and underscores 
the importance of celebrating and 
safeguarding our shared heritage.



www.heritagemississauga.com

Founded in 1960, Heritage Mississauga is a not-for-profit 
charity whose focus is celebrating Mississauga’s vibrant 
and diverse heritage through research, promotion and 

learning. Heritage Mississauga is known for its programs, 
publications, outreach presentations, community 

partnerships and unique events.

Located in the historic Robinson-Adamson House, known as 
“The Grange” (built circa 1828), Heritage Mississauga is a 

passionate advocate for history and heritage in the City of 
Mississauga.

With the support of the City of Mississauga, our partners, 
members, donors, corporate sponsors and volunteers, 

Heritage Mississauga continues to accept the challenge of 
promoting awareness of our heritage, and a sense of place 

and time in our city.


