




Jan, where have 
you brought me? 

That says Seniors 
Residence! 

Trust me Stella. 
My Grandpa says he 
has something to 
show us that will 
help our project. Your 

grandfather is 
a Second World 

War veteran? 

No...

Then how is 
he going to help 
us research a 
veteran from 
Mississauga? 

I don’t know. 
But let’s find 

out! We’re here 
already. 

Hi 
Magda! 

We are here 
to see my 

grandfather. 

Go right 
in. He’s been 
expecting 

you. 

Janusz!
Stella, 

this is my 
Dziadziu.

Nice to 
meet you 

Stella. You 
can call me 

George. 

Oh Janusz, 
is this your 
girlfriend?

No no... 
I’m just his 
classmate! 

We’re 
here for a 
project?...

Wawel Villa Seniors Residence,
Mississauga.



You said 
you had 

something to 
show us...

...Something 
to do with the 
Second World 

war?  

Right, right! 
Follow me to 
the Orlinski 

museum. 

A Museum? 
here in the 

seniors 
home? 

Yes! 
After the Second 
World War, Many 
Polish veterans 
immigrated to 

Canada and settled 
in Mississauga. 

Wawel Villa is 
where many retired. 

Together, they 
established the 

Museum in memory of 
Polish veterans who 

call Canada their 
home. 

So all these 
veterans were 

Polish Canadian  
soldiers? 

They may not 
have been born in 
Canada, but they 
certainly helped 

shape Mississauga’s 
thriving Polish 

community. Some even 
fought alongside 
Canadians during 

the war. 

Wow! 
Hopefully, we 

will find a local 
hero here for 
our project. 

You most 
certainly will! 
Welcome to the 

Orlinski museum! 
Come on inside. I’ll 

be your guide.  

I have 
the perfect 
local hero 

for you! 

Let me 
introduce 

you to Rear 
Admiral Romuald 
Nałęcz-Tymiński. He lived out 

his retirement 
right here at 
Wawel Villa. 

And we 
are honoured 

to have his 
uniform 

here. 



You see, 
in August  
of 1942,

nobody did 
more for the 
Canadians at 
Dieppe than 

he did. 

Back then, he 
was Lieutenant 
Commander of 

the mighty 
ORP Ślązak. 

ORP Ślązak? 
What’s that? 

She was a Royal 
Navy Hunt-class 
Destroyer that 

was commissioned 
by the Polish Navy 

in 1942. 

During the 
Dieppe Raid, she 

saved 85 Canadian 
soldiers who were 

trapped at the beach 
after the landing. 

Whoa cool! 
is this a model 
of the Ślązak 

here? 

Do you want to 
see her up close? 
She’s much bigger 

in person. Hold 
your 

breath! 

Wha--



The Dieppe Raid, August 19, 1942.

The English Channel off the coast of France.

Wszystko w 
porządku?! 

Are you 
alright? 

We thought 
you two 

were goners. 
We can’t 

afford any 
accidents, not 

so close to our 
operation.

We are 
OK. But, sir, 

what is 
happening? 

You weren’t 
briefed? 

Operation Jubilee 
commences 

shortly.

Stella, 
that’s the 

code name for 
the Dieppe 

Raid. 

…then we 
must be on 

the ORP Ślązak?! 
We should give 

a hand. 

What 
are your 
names? 

I am 
Jan. 

And I am 
Stella.

We would 
like to help 
in any way 

we can. 

Pleased 
to meet 

you. 

I am Lieutenant 
Commander Romuald

Nałęcz-Tymiński, 
commander of 

this vessel. 

Report to 
the bridge 

once you have 
dried off.



”Janusz, you will man the radio and be my ears. 
I need you to report all messages and orders.” 

”Stella, you will be my eyes. Report 
everything you see on land, sea and air.”

I see land! 
Is that 

Dieppe over 
there? 

Yes, it’s time 
for us to put 

Hitler’s supposed 
”Fortress Europe” 

to the test. 

But won’t 
it be 

dangerous? 

All things worth 
fighting for are. If 

we do not at least try 
to stand up for 

ourselves, then the 
war is already lost. 

Commander! 
Orders are 
coming in! 



...Take 
evasive action 
if contact is 

made with enemy 
forces...

….avoid 
contact if 
enemy are 

known to be in 
the vicinity… ...Resume 

course as 
soon as 

possible... 

...timely 
arrival is 

vital to the 
operation. 

Commander, 
There are 
flashes of 
light on the 

horizon.  

Potential 
gunfire bearing 

190°. Continue course, 
towards Le Tréport, 
2 miles off the Red 
and White beaches. 

Shouldn’t 
we go see if 

they need 
our help? 

our orders were 
clear. We are not to 
engage. It is Probably 
just fighting on the 

coast. Our Troops and 
landing craft should 

still be behind us. 

If we rush 
over, we will only 
alert the enemy to 

the operation. Best to 
lay low for now. 

Don’t worry, we will 
get our turn.  



Sir, fighting 
reported west 
of Berneval-

le-Grand. 
They 

are early! 

The attack 
shouldn’t have 

started yet.
Something is 

wrong. 

Commander! 
There are 

planes and they 
are fighting. 

The R.A.F. boys 
must be shielding the 
beaches from attack, 
we must make sure 
none of our enemies 

break through. 

Luftwaffe 
approaching! 

Gunners, be on 
the ready! 

Janusz, go 
help the forward 

gunners with 
the ammunition. 

hurry!

Dobrze, 
Commander!

One hour later. 



The landing 
craft will 

just have to 
go for it. 

The men 
are getting 
trapped on 
the beach! 



The enemy 
shouldn’t 

have known 
we were 
coming! 

Gunners, 
target enemy 
battlements. 

We must give 
the men some 

cover. 

STRZELAJ! 
FIRE!

It’s no 
use! The enemy 
has the high 

ground... 

...We are 
taking heavy 
casualties!

retreat to 
the landing 

craft! 

Helm, 
bring us as 

close to the 
shore as possible. 

We must rescue 
whoever we 

can! 

Orders be 
damned! 

If we don’t do 
something for 

them, who 
will? 



Stella,  get 
on deck and 
help with the 

rescue. Hurry! 

Chwyć się 
tego!

 

What are 
they saying?! 

I would sooner 
drown than be 

captured! 

This is 
the Polish 
destroyer 
ORP Ślązak. 

You are 
safe. We’re 

here to rescue 
you. 

Quickly, 
get the men 

below deck and  
the injured to 

the doctor. 

We’ll have 
to retreat to 
Portsmouth 

soon.



Doctor 
says he’ll 

be fine. 

Thank you. 
Lance Corporal 
Lloyd Green at 
your service. 

Masz 
herbatke. 
Drink up! 

I didn’t 
expect to find 

such hospitality 
here of all 

places, so far 
from home. 

Where is 
home? 

Canada, 
in a little 

town called 
streetsville. 

Oh wow, 
that’s where 

we’re from as 
well! 

...Jesteś 
jedna z 

nas...

He says Your 
bravery in helping 

free their homeland 
makes you one of 

them. 

True bravery 
was coming to our 
rescue despite the 

circumstances. 

My men and I 
thought for sure 
we would drown 
or be captured. 

Thank you 
for saving 

us. 

Really, 
it’s all thanks 
to Lieutenant 
Commander 

Nałęcz-Tymiński. 

Get ready 
to disembark. 

we are landing in 
Portsmouth. 

You have 
our sincerest 

gratitude, 
Commander. We Canadians 

will never forget 
what you did 

for us. 



Did you find 
what you were 
looking for? 

Commander 
Nałęcz-Tymiński 
didn’t know the 
men he saved, 

yet he put 
his own life 

on the line to 
save them. 

It really 
is true that 

nobody did more 
for the Canadians 

at Dieppe than 
he did. 

When he 
chose to live 

in Canada after 
the war, he knew 
he was amongst 

friends. 

I hope 
Canadians never 

forget his courage 
to do the right 
thing even when 

it was hard.



Romuald Nałęcz-Tymiński: Orlinski Museum

ORP Ślązak, Republic of Poland, Ministry of Information War Photo Service, 1943 London

Lloyd Green: Ottawa Journal, 1942

Legend of the RAIDLegend of the RAIDLegend of the RAID
by Jan and Stella

On August 18, 1942, the ORP Ślązak 
embarked from England, bound for 
Dieppe, France, as a pivotal part of 
the infamous Dieppe Raid, known 
as Operation Jubilee. At the helm 
was the remarkable Polish-born 
Commander Romuald Nałęcz-Tymiński. 
After his escape to England during 
the German invasion of Poland in 1939, 
he rose through the ranks, assuming 
command of the ORP Ślązak in 1942. 
The Dieppe Raid was poised to be 
his inaugural trial as the destroyer’s 
leader.

Commander Nałęcz-Tymiński 
provided indispensable support 
to nearly 5,000 Canadian troops 
seeking to test equipment and to gain 
experience for a future amphibious 
assault aimed at liberating Europe 
from German occupation. However, 
as they approached Dieppe in the 
predawn hours of August 19, a handful 
of landing craft and their escorts 
inadvertently encountered a German 
patrol. Standing on the deck of the 
ORP Ślązak, Commander Nałęcz-
Tymiński initially misinterpreted 
the lights as emanating from the 
shore. Following orders to avoid 
confrontation with the enemy unless 
necessary, he steered his course, 
unaware of the impending doom.

An hour later, chaos erupted on land, 
sea, and sky. ORP Ślązak’s mission was 
to neutralize any Luftwaff e threats 
and engage coastal artillery to support 
the landing troops. However, they 
had lost the element of surprise, 
and the Germans were prepared. A 
considerable number of soldiers lost 
their lives or suff ered injuries, and 
those on the shore encountered 
immense diffi  culties advancing.

Defying orders to maintain a safe 
distance, Commander Nałęcz-Tymiński 
issued a daring command to his crew: 
rescue as many men as possible. He 
manoeuvred the ORP Ślązak perilously 
close to the shore, off ering cover for 
retreating landing craft. The Luftwaff e 
took aim at the destroyer, coming so 
near that sailors could discern the 
faces of the pilots as they opened 
fi re. Unperturbed, veteran Joe Ryan 
recalled the sight of mud and rocks 
hurtling into the air as the destroyer, 
guns ablaze, steamed toward the 
shore, gallantly pulling the trapped 
soldiers aboard. Astoundingly, the 
crew aboard the ORP Ślązak managed 
to rescue over 85 soldiers, including 
36 from the Royal Regiment of Canada. 
Initially, many believed they had 
been taken captive by the Germans, 
only later discovering that ORP 
Ślązak was the sole Allied destroyer 
audacious enough to approach the 
shore so closely. “Nobody did more 
than [Romuald Nałęcz-Tymiński] did 
to get the Canadians out,” Ryan later 
asserted. In the process, they downed 
fi ve enemy planes but sustained three 
casualties: Seaman Józef Andrzejewski, 
Seaman George Głowski, and Royal 
Navy Petty Offi  cer George O’Shea.

Although the Dieppe Raid ended in 
failure, it yielded invaluable lessons 
instrumental to the successful 
Normandy landings of 1944. For the 
men saved by Commander Nałęcz-
Tymiński and his intrepid crew, their 
lives bore an enduring debt to the 
ORP Ślązak. Among the soldiers from 
historic Mississauga who participated 
in the Dieppe Raid, Private Robert 
Charles Butler of Port Credit perished, 
Flight Lieutenant John Morrow 

Godfrey of Port Credit provided aerial 
support, Captain David Clare of Port 
Credit was taken captive, Sergeant 
Thomas Anderson of Clarkson was 
one of the few surviving members of 
the Toronto Scottish Regiment, and 
Lance Corporal Lloyd Garnet Green 
of Streetsville, was one of the fi nal 
soldiers to be rescued.

Commander Romuald Nałęcz-Tymiński 
and his family immigrated to Canada 
in 1980. The Royal Regiment of Canada 
played a pivotal role in assisting their 
settlement, and he remained closely 
associated with the Regiment, as 
well as various Polish and Canadian 
veteran organizations. His life’s calling 
revolved around preserving the 
memory of those who had valiantly 
fought for freedom. Rear Admiral 
Nałęcz-Tymiński spent his fi nal years in 
Mississauga at the Wawel Villa Seniors 
Residence, contributing signifi cantly 
to the Orlinski Museum before he 
peacefully passed away in 2003 at 
the venerable age of 98. His enduring 
legacy reverberates through the lives 
he saved, touching both Poland and 
Canada profoundly.



www.heritagemississauga.com

Founded in 1960, Heritage Mississauga is a not-for-profit 
charity whose focus is celebrating Mississauga’s vibrant 
and diverse heritage through research, promotion and 

learning. Heritage Mississauga is known for its programs, 
publications, outreach presentations, community 

partnerships and unique events.

Located in the historic Robinson-Adamson House, known as 
“The Grange” (built circa 1828), Heritage Mississauga is a 

passionate advocate for history and heritage in the City of 
Mississauga.

With the support of the City of Mississauga, our partners, 
members, donors, corporate sponsors and volunteers, 

Heritage Mississauga continues to accept the challenge of 
promoting awareness of our heritage, and a sense of place 

and time in our city.


