




“Engagement at Bradley” re-enactment weekend.
Bradley Museum, Mississauga.

...Welcome 
to the 
tour. 

The Bradley 
Museum is named 
for early settler 

Lewis Bradley 
...

See, I told 
you this would 
be awesome! 

We’re 
going to find 
gold for our 
project here! 

Henry, 
we’re supposed to 
research a veteran 
of the War of 1812, 

not watch a bunch of 
people dressing up 

and pretending. 

Come on,
Kallie! 

We’re 
already here. 
Let’s follow 
the tour and 
see what we 
can learn. 

...Although 
Lewis Bradley 

was born in the 
United States, he 

was living here when 
war broke out in 

June of 1812. 



Lewis
volunteered 

to serve with 
the 2nd York 

militia, under the 
command of his 
father-in-law, 

Captain Thomas 
Merigold. 

He served 
briefly as 

their Adjutant, 
which is like 

a clerk. 

Oh, 
so he 

wasn’t a 
soldier? 

There were 
many vital 

roles that the 
militia played.

The 2nd York 
militia was tasked 

with road maintenance, 
transport of supplies, 

and garrison duty, 
but they also found 

themselves in 
battles. 

Remember, 
most of the militia 
were farmers who 

volunteered to take 
up arms. That took 

courage. 

Hello! 
Did I overhear 
that you want 
to learn about 
1812 veterans? 
Come with me. 

You see all 
these re-enactors? 
They aren’t just 

people in costume. They 
have spent countless hours 
researching both their hobby 

and the life and times of 
those who lived over 

200 years ago. 

I had 
no idea. 

I guarantee 
you will learn 

something 
from them. 

Various 
groups are 
represented 

here...



“...such as the 60th 
and 41st regiments 
-- British regulars.” 

“Some are 
portraying the 
American invaders.” 

“And of course the Incorporated 
Militia of Upper Canada and 
woodland allies.”

“here is our local 
company, the 2nd 
York Militia.”

That was 
the group Lewis 

Bradley was 
connected 
with, right? 

Yes, among 
others who 
lived in what 

is now 
Mississauga. 

Let me 
introduce you 

to their captain. 
He knows a lot 
about the local 

history. 

These two 
are researching 
a veteran of 1812. 

Maybe you can tell 
them about some 
of our local boys 

who served? 

Absolutely! 
Stick around for 
the re-enactment

and we can 
talk after. 

Sergeant, 
assemble the 

company! 

Hold on, 
here comes  
the best 

part! 



Queenston, October 13, 1812.

Wha… 
...what’s 

happening?! 

You, new 
recruits! this 
is no time to 

dawdle! 

The Americans 
have crossed the 

river and are 
climbing up to 
the Heights. 

The Captain 
told us to 

steel ourselves 
for battle! 

Push 
on! 

Who is 
that?! the 
Captain? 

No, That was 
Major-General 

Brock! 

This is 
our captain, 

William 
Applegarth. 

Ah, there 
you are, 
Sergeant 
Merigold. 

The Yankees 
have overtaken 

the battery on the 
Heights. prepare 

your men to 
march...



“...Our orders are to form up at the 
base of the Heights along York road.” 

Charge!

Be steady, 
our turn is 

coming. 

The 
General 
is dead!!  

Fall back! We 
must regroup 

to prepare for a 
counterattack! 

Quick, get 
the injured 
onto the 
wagons. 

We 
will need 
every man 

that is able 
to fight. 



2nd York! 
Fall in for 

Major-General 
Sheaffe! 

Looks like 
reinforcements 

are here! 

thank 
goodness.

Major-General 
Sheaffe is planning 
a counter offensive. 
We will need a lot 
more ammunition. 

I need you 
both to assist 
with preparing 
musket balls. 

William, 
are your men 

ready for 
the fight? 

We will 
do our part, 

Joseph. I know 
you and the 

warriors will 
do yours. 

The Great 
Spirit will 
guide us 
today. 

We are 
all defending 
our home and 

land. 
Good luck, 

Joseph. 



Alright, 
2nd York! 
Listen up. 

General 
Sheaffe has 
issued his 
orders. 

“We will march 
to the portage 
route in order 
to outflank 
the enemy.” 

“Meanwhile, the 
warriors will keep the 
yankees busy. That will 
cover our manoeuvre.” 

“then we will form our 
lines and attack from 
the west and the south, 
and trap the yanks 
against the cliffs.” 

Forward! 

Sergeant! 
What can 
we do? 

Stay behind 
the cannons. 

Be prepared to 
assist with 
ammunition. 





What do 
you think 

the trumpet 
means? 

Could it 
be over? 



The American 
General is 

surrendering 
his sword. 

The battle 
is over. We 
have done 
our duty. 

But what 
a terrible 

cost. 

Such 
is war. 

Come, 
let’s help 
with the 
wounded... 

...and assist 
them back to 
Queenston. 

Thank you 
for all of your 
help. War is a 
nasty business. 

It’s even 
more horrible 

to witness 
first hand. 

We are all 
veterans of 

war now. 

So 
horrible... 

After making camp later that evening.



I’m 
exhausted. Me too. 

Welcome 
back! 

Huh?! 

did you 
find what you 
were looking 

for? 

Yes, but 
we just had 
the weirdest 
experience... 

Do you know 
now why we 
put so much 

effort into our 
re-enactment? 

I didn’t 
before, but 
I think I do 

now. 

Is it 
so that 

we do not 
forget? 

yes, 
that’s 
right. 

Can you 
tell us 

about those 
who served 
with the 
2nd York 
Militia? 

Particularly 
those from 
Mississauga? 

You 
already 

know Lewis 
Bradley, 
right?

but our 
re-enactment 
Company here 
is named in 
honour of 

Captain William 
Thompson. 

He lived near 
here in 1812. 

Were they 
at Queenston 

Heights? 

Bradley 
was not. 

Not everyone 
in 2nd York 
saw battle.

Neither was 
Thompson, but he 
fought in other 
battles during 

the war. 

However...

Back at the Bradley Museum, 
the re-enactors gather after 
the public has left. 



...notable 
among those 

that did fight at 
Queenston is 

Sergeant Thomas 
Merigold. He was an 
in-law to Bradley 
and lived near 

here.

Merigold? 
We met 

him! 

And there 
were many others 

who served and lived 
here long before 

mississauga 
became its own 

city.  

Queenston 
Heights was 

just one of many 
battles fought 
in the War of 

1812. 
Many of our 

local militiamen 
from 2nd York also
contributed in other 
battles throughout 

the war. 

And let’s 
not forget that 
many Indigenous 
Warriors fought 

in the war 
as well. 

Without 
them, there 
may well not 
be a Canada 
today, let 
alone a 

Mississauga. 

Veterans who 
returned home after 
the war helped build 

the communities around 
them. In time, those 

places grew to become 
Mississauga. 

we volunteer 
in re-enactments 
to do our part in 
preserving this 

heritage. 

You wanted to see and learn, but this 
is only the start.  Who knows, maybe 
one day you’ll want to join us and do 
your part! 

History has a place for everyone.



Fall of Issac Brock by C.W. Jeffreys

William Thompson

Chief Joseph Sawyer
Portrait by Reverend James Spencer, 1846

Legend of the Heights
by Henry and Kallie

Confl ict came to Canada in June of 1812 
when the United States of America 
declared war on Great Britain and its 
North American colonies. Civilians in 
Upper Canada (Ontario) felt the brunt 
of the war, and many able-bodied men 
volunteered to serve with the militia. 
Other citizens found themselves 
caught up in the confl ict simply from 
living near the Niagara frontier. Many 
residents were American by birth 
and had strong family ties to the 
United States. The war challenged the 
very fabric of society and tested the 
loyalties and courage of the civilian 
population.

The Militia Act of 1808 laid the 
foundation for civilian involvement 
during the War of 1812. Volunteer 
militiamen from historic Mississauga 
(then known as Toronto Township) 
were involved in a variety of capacities 
during the war. Some served in 
support-oriented duties within the 
Embodied Militia, and others saw 
direct military action as members of 
the First and Second Flank Companies 
of the 2nd Regiment of the York 
Militia (2nd York).

Some militia volunteers participated 
in the transport of supplies, garrison 
duty, and road maintenance, 
amongst other duties, while others 
served in the Volunteer Battalion 
of Incorporated Militia of Upper 
Canada, the Royal Artillery Drivers 
(Car Brigade), and the Commissariat 
(Wagon Department). When militia 
volunteers were called for service, 
they were often away from home 
for weeks or months at a time, 
causing a great deal of uncertainty 

for those who remained behind. 
Throughout their dedicated service, 
militiamen from this community 
were present and participated 
in several battles during the war, 
including engagements at Fort Detroit, 
Queenston Heights, Fort George, 
Fort York, St. David’s, Stoney Creek, 
Chippawa, Lundy’s Lane, and Fort Erie, 
among others. Some were wounded, 
some captured, some deserted, and a 
few never returned home.

More than 50 individuals from historic 
Mississauga served with the militia 
during the war. Among them was 
Lewis Bradley (c1771-1843), after 
whom the Bradley Museum is named, 
who served as an adjutant with the 
2nd York. Others include his father-
in-law, Captain Thomas Merigold 
Sr. (1761-1826), as well as several of 
Thomas’ sons. Many other residents 

served, including members of the 
Albertson, Copeland, Gable, Greeniaus, 
Hemphill, Jarvis, Marlatt, Monger, 
Pollard, Shain, Silverthorn, Willcox 
and Wolfe families. Captain William 
Applegarth (1764-1839) and Captain 
William Thompson (1786-1860) also 
lived nearby and were present at 
several battles during the war. Warren 
Clarkson, after whom Clarkson was 
named, also served in the militia 
during the war.

Several Indigenous warriors from 
the Mississaugas of the Credit River 
also found themselves supporting 
the British war eff ort in the hopes 
that promises of land and security 
would be honoured. Among them 
were Ajetans (James Ajetance), 
Wageezhegome (John Cameron), 
Manoonooding (James Chechok), 
Pemiskishigon (George Henry), 
Negahnub (Lawrence Herkimer), 
Minowargewon (William Herkimer), 
Nawahjegezhegwaby (Joseph Sawyer), 
Pahoombwawinndung (Thomas 
Smith), Tobecoo (John Tobeco) and 
Kish-ki-wabik (White John), likely 
amongst others.

There are 37 known veterans of the 
War of 1812 buried within Mississauga 
today. Several streets and parks within 
the city are named for militia veterans 
of the War of 1812, marking their 
continued legacy in our city.



www.heritagemississauga.com

Founded in 1960, Heritage Mississauga is a not-for-profit 
charity whose focus is researching, recording and 

celebrating Mississauga’s vibrant and diverse heritage. Heritage 
Mississauga is known for its research programs, publications, 

outreach presentations, community 
partnerships and unique events.

Located in the historic Robinson-Adamson House, known as 
“The Grange” (built circa 1828), Heritage Mississauga is a 

passionate advocate for history and heritage in the City of 
Mississauga.

With the support of the City of Mississauga, our partners, 
members, donors, corporate sponsors and volunteers, 

Heritage Mississauga continues to accept the challenge of 
promoting awareness of our heritage, and a sense of place 

and time in our city.




