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Father and son town'’s

M. Api.

I knew Gordon Shipp
and his son Harold way
back when — a long way
back. It was in those hal-
cvon days when furriers
sold furs, haberdashers
sold haberdashery, and
scrap dealers were con-
tent to sell scrap. In point
of fact I knew them be-
fore the Great Vision was
vouchsafed to all and sun-
dry — the vision that con-
vinced ‘the ' furriers, the
haberdashers, and the
scrap dealers that the
easy way to make a for-
tune was by taking a
flyer in the building in-
dustry,

Gordon  Shipp was a
builder long before the
days of the Great Visioh.
but it was a business with
him, not a speculative
racket. Harold and he are
both new Mississaugans.
und their peculiar distine-
tion is that they built 15
percent  of - Mississauga
before urban Mississauga
existed. Indeed, they may
be said'to have started its
urbanization.

Their first develo p-
ments  were centred in
the Applewood area.
north of the Queen Eliza-
beth and west of Brown’s
Line, .named for the or-
chard: in which the first
subdivision was
located:--That was in the
early ﬁf(ies';;md the con-
struction of* Applewood
Plaza followed in 1955,

Gordon__Shipp _started
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building homes in 1923 so
that next month he will
celebrate his 45th year in
the building industry.
That they were successful
years goes without ques-
tion, but they were by no
means the sort of bonan-
za years that lured the
get-rich-quick boys into
the business soon after
the war. He piloted his
business through years

when there was a lot more

famine than feast,

For the purpose of this
article T had arranged to
interview Gordon after a
long lapse of years in
our acquaintanceship. 1
should have phoned con-
firming the interview be-
fore calling at his office,
but I didn't — with the
result that when I arrived
he had phoned his secre-
tary to say that he would
have to postpone the
date )

Fortunately Havrold
spotted me, and after an
exuberant reunion, for I
had known him better than
his father, we settled
down to talk of mutual
friends and so on. We
talked too of early days ,
of battles past, and of the
not quite forseeable fut-
ure. We talked, too, of
his father, founder of the

business and today a
very active patriarch of
76.

It was Harold who told
me that the firm would
soon be celebrating its
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By ARTHUR LOWE . .

Gordon Shipp is shown with his son Harold,
It is indicative of the regard in which they are
held that at the last provincial election Harold
received invitations from both the Liberals and
the Progressive Conservatives to contest the
riding, " g
45th anniversary, “And in  — ghe’s the breeze that
1966,” he added, “father drives the ship.”
and mother celebrated We got down to more
their golden wedding.” serious stuff, and it was
Here was a good mostly about building and
chance, I thought, to get 5.4 development. The
a little’ factual stuff for Shipps are proud Missis.
this piece. T pulled out & Cayuane put Harold, I dis-
pa_d. and sat with pencil _covered, was a lof more
poised, ‘.,".' eonservative about the
“What was yowr moth-  growth of the town than
er's maiden name?” 1 most Mississaugans [
asked. ’ -~ hawve, spoken to, He is
“Breeze,” said Haroldy -alive to.its enormous po-
“Bessie Breeze. And you ntialities - and he sees
can guess the family joke /elopment taking place

h

{10 wmyorapidly ——ebut not as rap-

-early builders

! >~ sidiarles. In 1949 he mar-
idly as' those “uninitiated rjeqd June Ingram of Eto-
in urban development >icoke, and the couple
would have it. His argu-®%ave three children, two
r;lent went something like 11‘[5 and a boy..

this.

“The town compl‘ises'—. Gordon Shipp moved to

. " is splendid home on
‘fv.ed‘ ._719'090“1 acr{est, lhe doulton dr. in Missis-
:2' . o tiepdsea:sez;magua in 1955 when he
- years — years ol=p_j completed building
rapid growth — an aver- the Applewood Plaza
age of 400 acres a year agrom the very heginning

a5 be egis. & eeInnin
has been put on regis ==when he was building in

tered plan, that is to SAY ecxph . . il

an average of 400 acres a ‘V"f:; ¢ gg;}(:'stNolfltin loggin;;:
Sear h:ls fo"f into d‘;;:,;i-z mes were acclaimed as
opment. Last year, . M4 . o
780.9 acres went on regis- =3 ct?ltmr-)-%he S{)rftcelgax!x!!v l:;t
tered plan — the highest -'tfiiiﬁér “Phe same
ever. Now just suppose ﬁl‘lélity hold‘s true ioday
we treble the average de- r Harold, like his f4.
velopment  of the past - p;erfecl.ionist 2
eleven years and it Will pomen ’
still take half a century to ¢
build up the 70,000
acres.”

He pointed to areas on
the map where farms
were selling at better
than $9,000 an acres —
farms far from the areas
already urbanized. With
land at such a price and
money at 7% percent or
more, -he thought that
some of those holding the
land were being — well —
overly optimistic,

I got his point, )

Harold was born in 1926
and joined the firmupon
leaving high school . in
1945. He served in varioug:.
administrative positions -
before sugceeding hi's_z fa-
ther as president, of G. .
Shipp and Son. ftd. and
president of various sub-
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