You know
what’s boring?
Confederation!!
Tell me
about it!

It’s just
talking!!

Conferation,
boring?
Hardly.

Always
talking!!

This is
going to be
one boring
report.

Hang on.

WHOA!!

This is
your stop.
Oh, don’t
forget this.
You’ll
need it!

HUh?
Ok thanks.
What the--

Go on.
He’s waiting
for you in
that house.

Oh, wow!

Who is?
Is this
some kind
of heritage
or historical
site?

It’s like
we’ve gone
back in
time.

How do you
do? I’m William Pearce
Howland. Elected
Member of Parliament
for York West, Cooksville,
Lambton and beyond,
at your service.

I hope
this is the
place.

It is my
Understanding
that you have
questions?

Hello?
Anyone
home?

Cooksville?
Is that where we
are? We’re from
Cooksville!!

Mr. Howland,
we’re doing an
assignment on
how Canada was
founded.

Ah yes.
That is certainly
a topic I can help
It is 1864,
you with.
and English and
French officials
have been at an
impasse for
20 years.

The civil war
to the south
has threatened
trade.

Canada needs
to grow in
arms, people,
and territory
...

Trade
problems...
Like the ones
we’re having
with NAFTA?

Things never
really change
do they?

Or else
we could
lose it all.

Did you
bring the
key with
you?

“We’re headed to Quebec City, June 1864, where the Legislative Assembly meets.”

John A.
Macdonald’s
idea of a united
British North
America is in
danger of
George
collapse.
Brown and his
reform party has
been adamantly
opposed.
But the
mounting
frustration has
weighed heavily
on him.

Why is
Brown
holding
out?
He
doesn’t believe
in Macdonalds
methods and is
suspicious of his
motivations.
But I
suspect he
is tired of all
the arguing.

It’s like
walking into a
History book.
I recognize some
of the people
here!

Many of
the opposition
follow Brown
and his decision
here will be
pivotal.

Let’s sit
and listen
in.

Mr. Speaker,
our nation sits on the
edge of extinction. If we
are to survive we must
pursue a greater ambition.
The future is within our
grasp, but we can not
do this divided!

I challenge
everyone in this assembly
to set aside party loyalties
and personal ambitions
and fully support a
grand Confederation.

I would ask
no man to do what
I am not prepared
to do myself.

So today
I take steps to
ensure the future
of this great
nation.

Isn’t he
betraying
his party?

This has
been a long
and bitter
argument.
Brown is
doing what he
feels is best for
the future of
this country.

So that’s
it? We’re a
country
now?

It is never a
betrayal when you
have your fellow
citizen and country
in mind.

Not quite.
The maritime
provinces are
not yet at
the table.

“In September 1864
Macdonald, Brown and
others travelled to
Charlottetown,
Prince Edward Island.”

“Aboard the Queen
Victoria steam boat”

“The goal was to
convince the Maritime
colonies to join the
grand Confederation.
After much discussion,
they agreed To meet
again, Here in Quebec
in October.”

“72 resolutions were
then established to
form the basis of
a union.”

Ultimately
the final decision
lies with Parliament
in England. We are a
British Colony
after all.

The dream
almost died, but
then something
happened that
brought us back
together.

Go on
without me.
I’ll catch
up.

I wonder
what he meant
by “something
happened to
bring us back
together”...

RETREAT!!

Hurry men!
I said
Retreat!!

What’s
going
on?!

Just
keep
running!

Help!

We
need to
help him!

Ok.

They’ve
invaded.
We’ve lost!

How
is this
possible?!

There! We
should be safe
in there!

Don’t
need to tell
me twice!

Hurry!!

Mr. Howland?!
You’re here?

Mr. Howland?
What’s
happening?

It’s the Fenian
Brotherhood. An
Irish-American
It’s June 1866
army.
and they have
invaded Canada.

We have
been routed on our
own soil. The local
militia has lost the
Battle of Ridgeway.

But
where is
the Canadian
Army?!

Army!? Canada
does not have an army.
We rely on the British
Army, but they’re 3000
miles away.

...to London,
England.

There,
decisions will
be made that
will determine
the future of
Canada and all
Canadians.

So,
that’s it?
We lost?

No,
there’s still
a chance. This
loss shall
reignite our
flame.

Follow
me...

Howland! Just
in time, we need
your guidance
here.

“We’ve been summoned
to The Westminster
Palace Hotel in
London.”

Was that
what I think
it was?

Yes, the
agreement has
been signed. Now
the decision lies
with English
Parliament.

The Dominion
of Canada will
then be a true
country!

Confederation
was not an easy
process. Every
resolution required
conciliation and
But in the
negotiation.
end I think history
will prove us right.
We created a union
that is strong that
will develop into a
great country.

This is
where we part
ways. I hope you
never forget
our work.

We won’t!

Thank you
Mr. Howland.

Confederation
was way more
complicated and
interesting than
we thought.

Agreed!
Confederation
Parkway. Your
stop!

oh,
we’re
back...

I trust
the story you
learned was
a valuable
one.

“Across the road
was once known as
confederation square.”

“There, we honoured our
own Father of Confederation,
Sir William Pearce Howland.”

by Daichi & Charlotte

The Dominion of Canada was not born out of a revolu on, but
came to be through a series of conferences and nego a ons,
culmina ng in Confedera on on July 1, 1867.
The idea of a union between the Province of Canada (made
up of Canada East and Canada West) and the Mari me
colonies of New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova Sco a and
Prince Edward Island had gained momentum in the early
1860s. Contribu ng to the push towards a union was the
American Civil War, the emerging threat of a Fenian invasion
of Canada, and the perceived lack of concern by the Bri sh
Crown for aﬀairs in Bri sh North America. By 1864 the idea of
Confedera on had become an eﬀec ve solu on to a security
issue that was brewing in the United States.
Ini ally opposing the idea of Confedera on was the Reformer
George Brown. The Reformers proposed, instead, a separa on

of the Province of Canada into the separate en es of Canada
East (Quebec) and Canada West (Ontario). Throughout the
early 1860s, the Reformers ac vely campaigned against the
Conserva ves, who were led by John A. Macdonald and
George E enne Car er, and at mes seemed to be winning
the push against Confedera on. Once bi er adversaries,
Macdonald, Car er and Brown joined in a great coali on
government in 1864 with the specific aim of uni ng Bri sh
North America in a grand Confedera on.
The next step in the Confedera on plan was to convince
the Mari me colonies to join with the Province of Canada.
In August of 1864, delegates from the Province of Canada
travelled to Charlo etown, Prince Edward Island to
par cipate in a conference that was ini ally held to discuss
the union of the Mari mes. The Charlo etown Conference
marked the first step in the journey toward Confedera on.
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A er Charlo etown, the delegates agreed to meet within the year. This led to
the Quebec Conference in October of 1864. The central topics of the Quebec
Conference were na onal security, railways, foreign rela ons, and expansion
into the North-West. 72 resolu ons were dra ed that would form the basis of
Confedera on.
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A number of challenges to Confedera on occurred a er 1864, including
elec ons in the Mari mes, a wavering of support for a Federal union, and
the withdrawal of Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island from discussions.
Together these almost stalled the movement towards Confedera on. However
the Fenian Raids of 1866 and the ques on of security once again brought the
par es together. The London Conference in England in December of 1866 saw
the delegates from Bri sh North America make a final push for unifica on.
On February 11, 1867 the delegates completed their final dra of the Bri sh
North America Act (later renamed the Cons tu on Act, 1867). The Act
received Royal Assent from Queen Victoria on March 19, 1867 and culminated
in Royal Proclama on on July 1, 1867.
Canada as we know it today came to be as more provinces and territories
joined Confedera on over me: Ontario (1867), Quebec (1867), New
Brunswick (1867), Nova Sco a (1867), Manitoba (1870), Northwest Territories
(1870), Bri sh Columbia (1871), Prince Edward Island (1873), Yukon Territory
(1898), Alberta (1905), Saskatchewan (1905), Newfoundland & Labrador
(1949) and Nunavut (1999).
1. Delegates at the Quebec Conference, 1864
2. William Pearce Howland

William Pearce Howland (1807-1911)
was the only American-born Father of
Confedera on. For a me he lived in
Cooksville (now within Mississauga),
and represented the area in the years
leading up to 1867.

Founded in 1960, Heritage Mississauga is a not-for-profit
charity whose focus is researching, recording and
celebrating Mississauga’s vibrant and diverse heritage. Heritage
Mississauga is known for its research programs, publications,
outreach presentations, community
partnerships and unique events.
Located in the historic Robinson-Adamson House, known as
“The Grange” (built circa 1828), Heritage Mississauga is a
passionate advocate for history and heritage in the City of
Mississauga.
With the support of the City of Mississauga, our partners,
members, donors, corporate sponsors and volunteers,
Heritage Mississauga continues to accept the challenge of
promoting awareness of our heritage, and a sense of place
and time in our city.

www.heritagemississauga.com

